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Federal Aviation Administration
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) is an agency in the US with the power of regulating, licensing, aviation activities (Avers & Johnson, 112). Agencies in America are deemed to be the "fourth" branch of government alongside legislature, executive and judiciary. Agencies make rules which have the same binding effect as statutes by Congress. Agencies were established because Congress may not have the expertise to develop specialized knowledge in various fields such as environment, communications, transport, commerce, and aviation. Other agencies include the Federal Communications Commission, National Labor Relations Board, Securities and Exchange Commission, and Environment Protection Agency. This paper explores the roles of agencies in relevance to the Federal Aviation Agency.
Role of federal administrative agencies
Federal Aviation Administration is one of the many agencies in America tasked with the responsibility of regulating all aspects of civil aviation in the US and its surrounding international waters. The powers vested in the agency include air traffic management, construction and operation of airports, and certification of personnel and aircraft (Kinnison & Siddiqui, 22).  One of the roles of agencies that can be deduced from the operations of the FAA is that agencies are to develop and issue regulations which have the impact of laws. Such rules are internal, interpretative, procedural or legislative. Just like other agencies, the FAA is involved in the management and licensing. Agencies issue regulations with several procedural steps starting with developing proposed regulations which are then subjected to public participation. The agency also states the guidelines to supplement the issued regulations. The guidelines outline how individuals or concerned parties should comply with the regulations and identifies any conducts that contravene the rules. Any behaviour that violated the set regulations and standards is illegal and may be enforced through civil law, criminal law or the agency procedure. This is what is called the quasi-legislative functions of agencies.
 Agencies have the licensing power, which means no party can enter into the productive activity covered by the act without an operating license from the agency. For example, for the FAA, no airway company can operate without getting a permit from the FAA. 

Secondly, agencies are tasked with the responsibility of regulating business practices (Niles, 28. For example, the Securities and Exchange Commission (SEC) oversees the issuance of corporate securities as well as monitoring the practices of the stock exchanges. FAA regulates aviation activities by issuing, suspending or revoking pilot certificates, regulation of commercial space transportation in the US and flight inspection standards. FAA also regulates aviation practices by developing and operating a system of air traffic control and navigation (for both military and civil aircraft) and carrying out programs for controlling environmental effects of civil aviation such as aircraft noise. 
Agencies also perform executive functions (Niles, 42). They do so by enforcing the regulations they pass. Agencies like FAA, SEC investigate complaints and identifies conduct which they deem to have violated their set statutes. Administrative agencies also monitor compliance and advice lawmakers in the passing and execution of laws. They investigate the activities that are subject to agency regulations. They gather information about the activities of the company, and they identify any illegal practices. For example, the FAA does research and develops the National Airspace System and civil aeronautics. This promotes transportation safety in the US.
FAA and Boeing 737 Max8
With Boeing 737 Max causing two deadly accidents in five months, the FAA came under pressure to ground the causes of the accidents, and its effectiveness was questioned. The accidents which claimed 346 lives prompted the Congress, FBI, and the Trump administration to call for an inquiry into the FAA's certification process. The accidents happened on March 10 where Ethiopian Airlines flight 302 departed Ethiopia's capital, Addis Ababa en route to Nairobi, Kenya. The plane crashed just six minutes after takeoff killing 149 passengers and eight crew aboard. The aircraft was only four months old. Earlier on in October, another plane crash happened in Indonesia, killing 189 people.


With FAA being tasked with regulating and maintaining aviation safety and security, it received a lot of criticism from all over the world as a result of the two similar accidents. Has the FAA failed to execute its mandate? The agency came under fire over the clashes with the Congress and FBI calling for investigations of the agency's certification process. Did the Boeing employees act on behalf of the FAA during the certification process? Should the pilots fly the 737 Max have received further training? Were they qualified enough to fly the planes? These were the questions that were under scrutiny. Although the FAA had reaffirmed the aeroplane's airworthiness on March 11, having grounded two days later (March 13) and affecting 387 Max aircraft, the FAA remains under fire on whether it flouted its credibility.

One thing that came clear from the two accidents is that the pilots lost control to automated commands by the MAX's new feature called Maneuvering Characteristics Augmentation System (MCAS). This clearly shows that the pilots were not adequately trained for the new feature, which is the task of the FAA. This means that the FAA has failed as an agency, and other agencies' operations are questionable. It downgraded the credibility of the powers vested on agencies. The Federal Aviation Administration does the certification of the pilots. The FAA should have ensured that the pilots received the requisite training for piloting the Boeing Max8.

The FAA was also responsible for ensuring the proper building of the Boeing Max planes and that they were safe for transportation. The FAA is thus accountable for any faulty construction of the aircraft. It should have ensured that the plane is safe for ferrying people. The agency should, therefore, be held responsible for the accidents that Boeing caused. It should have closely monitored the design and building of the planes. According to the Washington Post, pilots had complained of inadequate training on automation-assisted flying systems. This prompted the pilots to engage autopilot earlier than required. Pilots also had complained about the aircraft's systems saying that they limited their control of the planes. It is still not clear whether hardware and software problems could have led to the two accidents.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Just like any other FAA certification, the Boeing Max certification required flight tests, ground tests, aircraft approval, and maintenance and operational suitability. According to Seattle Times FAA is believed to have delegated to Boeing some portions of the certification process. Congress and government officials have concerned FAA rules that allowed Boeing to certify itself. The FAA commissioned a vast amount of safety assessments to Boeing itself, and this led to the compromise of the set standards. By allowing Boeing to certify 96% of its work, FAA failed in its mandate. Boeing managers are believed to have pressured engineers to limit safety testing during the analysis.
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